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In parts of their range (New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania), the Allegheny woodrat
population has been in deciine over the past 30 years. They have been exirpated from
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, and parts of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Maryland.

‘The reasons for the decline are not yet entirely understood, but are believed to involve a
Gypsy moth defoliation 7 combination of factors. The first reason is a parasite, the raccoon roundworm, Baylisascaris

ofhardwoods a9 e procyonis, which is almost always fatal to woodrats. "7 Raccoons easly adapt to environmental
legheny Front near

o change, and have thrived in the traditional woodrat habitat, increasing infection by the parasite,
Pennsyivania, n July which enters woodrats because they eat the plant and seed material in raccoon feces. Another

2007, may be a cause of frequently cited cause is near total loss of American chestnuts caused by chestnut blight and of
e defoliation of oaks by an invasion of gypsy moths (lowering available supplies of acorns for
‘woodrats). Increased competition for acoms with overabundant white-tailed deer, and increasing
populations of black bear and turkey may also have a negative impact on woodrat survival.
Predation by great hored owis has also been cited. Finally, increased human encroachment causes fragmentation and
destruction of the woodrats' habitat.8
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